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Pressure Injuries

Need More Information?

As a member of ECRI Institute’s risk 
and patient safety program, you 
and your staff can access guidance 
outlining strategies for developing 
an effective pressure injury 
prevention and treatment program:

 X Guidance: Pressure Injuries

 X Tool: Pressure Ulcer Risk 
Screening Assessment Form

 X Tool: Pressure Ulcer Care 
Planning Assessment Form

ECRI Institute can help you with all 
of your patient safety, quality, and 
risk management projects. Email us 
at hrc@ecri.org.

WHY IS DEVELOPING AN EFFECTIVE PRESSURE INJURY 
PREVENTION PROGRAM IMPORTANT?

�� Pressure injuries can lead to pain, decreased quality of life, psychological
stress, loss of work, and even death, with an estimated 60,000 patients dying
each year as a direct result of pressure injuries.1

�� More than 2.5 million individuals in the United States develop pressure
injuries per year, costing U.S. healthcare organizations an estimated $9.1 to
$11.6 billion.2

� Each year, more than 17,000 pressure-injury-related lawsuits are filed with
an average payout of $250,000 per lawsuit.3

�� The U.S. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has stopped
reimbursing hospitals for the care required to treat certain hospital-
acquired pressure injuries, and Medicare can penalize hospitals 1% of
their reimbursement if they have high rates of hospital-acquired conditions,
including pressure injuries.1,2

DID YOU ASK?

�� Do we have comprehensive policies and procedures in place for the
prevention, identification, and treatment of pressure injuries that comply with
the latest standards, guidelines, case laws, and regulations?

�� Does our pressure injury risk control plan address identification of individuals
at risk of pressure injury development, proper pressure ulcer documentation,

quality assurance oversight, prevention protocols for all patients, and education for providers, patients, and family or other
caregivers?

�� Do we develop an individualized care plan for each patient deemed to be at risk for pressure injuries?
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beckershospitalreview.com/quality/4-direct-and-indirect-costs-of-pressure-ulcers.html 

2 Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Preventing pressure ulcers in hospitals: a toolkit for improving quality of care. 2014 Oct [cited 2017 Dec 27]. 
https://www.ahrq.gov/professionals/systems/hospital/pressureulcertoolkit/index.html 

3 Petrone K, Mathis L. Pressure ulcer litigation: what is the wound center’s liability? Today’s Wound Clinic 2017 Sep;11(9). http://www.todayswoundclinic.com/
articles/pressure-ulcer-litigation-what-wound-centers-liability
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