
KNOW YOUR PART 
WHEN RESPONDING TO 
A SURGICAL FIRE 

If the fire cannot be contained: Call a code red and evacuate the room
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 ─ Turn off flow of oxygen 
or other oxidizer

 ─ In case of airway 
fire, disconnect and 
remove ET tube; pour 
sterile saline/water 
into the airway to 
extinguish any burning 
material

 ─ Assess the patient’s 
respiratory status

 ─ Remove any burning 
material from the 
patient (e.g., throw 
drapes onto the floor)

 ─ Extinguish burning 
materials (e.g., drapes 
thrown onto the floor)

 ─ If the fire is too large to 
smother or to extinguish 
with sterile saline/water, 
retrieve a 5 lb CO2 fire 
extinguisher

 ─ Assign a staff member 
to stand at the OR 
entrance and direct the 
response team
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 ─ Resume ventilation 
using room air as soon 
as possible

 ─ When the fire has 
been completely 
extinguished, increase 
oxygen as appropriate

 ─ Tend to injuries, if any  ─ Sequester all materials 
burned or affected by the 
fire for incident report 
and/or investigation

Any staff member should announce the presence of fire to the surgical team

Consider evacuation if the procedure cannot be safely continued 
(e.g., due to smoke or damaged equipment)

Immediately

After the fire is out


